THE  ONTARIO  HUMAN  RIGHTS  COMMISSION 


Between : 


Mrs.  Leonard  Haist,  Huron  Height; 
R. R~.   Ifl,  Camlachie ,  Ontario . 


Respondent , 


-and- 


Mr.  William  S.  McKegnev, 

380  Northbrae  Drive,  London,  Ontario, 

Complainant . 


Prof.  B.  Laskin  - 
Chas.  L.  Dubin,Q.C.  - 

Heber  Nethery ,Q . C . 


for  the  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Commission. 

for  the  Respondent. 


PROF.  LASKINt     In  This  matter  Mr.  Dubin  appears  fcr  the 

Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission  and  Mr.  Nethery  appears 

for  Mrs.  Haist.     As  the  Board  of  Inquiry  appointed  by  the 

Minister  of  Labour  to  investigate  a  complaint  by  Mr.  William 

McKegney  that  he  was  denied  accommodation  by  Mrs.  Leonard 

Haist  in  one  of  their  cottages  because  of  race  and  colour, 

I  am  pleased  to  announce  the  disposition  of  the  complaint  and 

I  wish  to  thank  Mr.  Charles  Dubin,  Q.C.  counsel  for  The 

Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission  and  Mr.  Heber  Nethery,  Q.C. 

counsel  for  Mrs.  Haist,  for  their  co-operation  in  settling 

the  complaint.     Counsel  have  agreed  on  a  couple  of  letters 

I  would  like  to  read.    A  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Louis  Fine, 

Chairman,  Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission,  Parliament 

Buildings,  Toronto,  Ontario. 

"Dear  Mr.  Fine : 

As  owners  of  summer  cottages  in  Huron  Heights, 
R.  R.  #  1  Camlachie ,  Ontario,  we  are  glad  to 
affirm  our  adherance  to  the  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Code,   1961-62,  and  will  be  pleased  to  post  in 
each  of  our  summer  rental  cottages  The  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Code  Card,   in  which  a  copy  is 
attached  hereto"- 


The  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code  Card  reads  as  follows: 

"It  is  public  policy  in  Ontario  that  every 
person  is  free  and  equal  in  dignity  and 
rights . 

The  laws  of  our  Province,  therefore,  prohibit 
discrimination  in  public  accommodation  and 
services,  employment  and  multiple  housing, 
on  grounds  of  race,  creed,  colour,  ancestry, 
nationality,  or  place  of  origin. 

This  establishment  bases  its  accommodation 
practices  on  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Code . 

We  call  upon  our  own  citizens  and  those  whom 
we  welcome  to  our  Province  as  guests  from  other 
lands,  to  give  the  management  their  wholehearted 
co-operation  in  the  carrying  out  of  that  policy." 
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""In  furtherance  of  this  policy,  we  hereby 
offer  to  rent  to  Mr.  William  S.  McKegney  in 
Sarnia,  Ontario,  one  of  our  summer  rental  cottages 
for  the  period  of  June  14  to  June  26,   1964,  under 
the  usual  terms  and  conditions  applicable  to  such 
rentals,  and  if  this  period  should  be  unsuitable 
for  him  we  will  be  pleased  to  offer  him  one  of 
our  summer  rental  cottages  for  a  2  week,  period  in 
July,   1965,  provided  Mr.  McKegney  notifies  us  of 
his  wish  to  take  a  cottage  during  that  month  at  a 
time  when  such  accommodation  is  still  open  for 
booking . 

We  agree  that  in  his  occupancy  of  such  cottage 
as  he  may  take,  Mr.  McKegney  may  use  it  for  the 
ordinary  purposes  and,  according  to  its  capacity 
may  accommodate  therein  such  members  of  his  family 
or  relatives  or  guests  as  he  may  choose  without 
any  restrictions  and  in  conformity  with  the  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Code  1961-62."" 

Yours  sincerely, 

(signed)  Leonard  F.  Haist 
(signed)  Beatrice  K.  Haist 


And  the  second  letter  is  a  letter  address  to  Mr.  Heber 
Nethery  and  reads  as  follows: 


"Dear  Mr.  Nethery: 

Re:     McKegney  and  Haist 

As  counsel  for  The  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Commission  in  the  above  matter,   I  am  glad  to 
acknowledge  on  behalf  of  the  Commission  your 
clients'   letter  of  May  29,   1964,  and  I  am  pleased 
that  we  were  able  to  adjust  this  matter  on  the 
basis  set  out  in  that  letter." 

Yours  sincerely, 

(Signed)  C.  L.  Dubin,  Q.C. 


Now  this  Hearing  has  been  short  and  I  take  great 
satisfaction  in  announcing  this  conclusion  in  the  circumstances 
that  I  have  narrated.     I  should  say  that  the  Board  of  Inquiry 
is  not  only  a  Board  to  proceed  with  an  investigation  and  to 
make  representation  to  the  Minister  thereof,  but  it  is  charged 
under  the  applicable  legislation  with  a  duty  to  seek  a 
settlement,  and  this  has  been  achieved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
all  concerned.     It  is  well  to  point  out  the  Ontario  Human 
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Rights  Commission,  Section  8,  promises  of  an  understanding 
of  that  Section  and  compliance  of  the  Act,  and  I  conceive  it 
to  be  no  less  the  function  of  the  Board  of  Inquiry  that  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission  pursue  what  is  a  fundamentally 
educational  object  if  the  situation  so  permits,  as*  the 
situation  in  this  case  does. 

This  Hearing  is  now  adjourned. 


